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MAUI STRONG FUND OF THE HAWAI‘I COMMUNITY FOUNDATION  
RECEIVES RECORD $4 MILLION FROM OAK FOUNDATION 

 
 

HONOLULU — Hawai‘i Community Foundation (HCF) today announced a monumental donation of $4 
million from Oak Foundation to its Maui Strong Fund. This contribution is the largest single gift the fund 
has received from a philanthropic entity.  
 
The Maui Strong Fund was activated the morning after the Maui wildfires and is providing necessary 
financial resources for immediate and long-term recovery needs. Funding is being allocated across a 
range of needs including baby and maternal care, children and family support, direct financial assistance, 
food, healthcare, immigrant services, shelter, mental health, workforce development and housing. As of 
October 10, HCF has awarded more than $25 million from its Maui Strong Fund to over 120 organizations. 
With Oak Foundation’s contribution, the Maui Strong Fund has received $146.6 million from donors in 
Hawai‘i and around the world.  

"We are deeply grateful to Oak Foundation for their substantial contribution to support Maui’s people 
and places at this difficult time,” says Micah Kāne, chief executive officer and president of HCF. “Oak 
Foundation has long supported Hawai‘i’s communities—and this generous gift is yet another example of 
their aloha for Hawai‘i.” 

HCF is working in close collaboration with state and county leaders, nonprofit organizations, and 
community members to stay up to date on the quickly evolving priorities and needs on the ground on 
Maui. Community foundations like HCF, supported by philanthropy, play an essential role in disaster relief 
and recovery, not only raising money and distributing it in a strategic, transparent manner, but also 
sharing experience and expertise to help civic leaders and responders collaborate to achieve the most 
impact. 

“All of us at Oak Foundation want to express our deep support for the Maui community at this incredibly 
difficult time,” says Millie Brobston, Special Interest Programme Officer of Oak Foundation. “We believe 
in the power of collective action and appreciate HCF’s approach of working with community partners on 
the ground to address evolving needs, now and in the long-term as Maui recovers from this disaster.”  

In 2019, HCF developed a four-phase approach to disaster response, designed to address both immediate 
and long-term recovery needs for individuals and communities affected by disasters. The phases are as 
follows: 
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• Phase One: Risk Reduction and Disaster Readiness – Focused on enabling the swift deployment of 
funds during disasters as needed by the County of Maui. 

• Phase Two: Rapid Relief and Response – Aimed at meeting immediate community needs, 
including the distribution of essential supplies, medical care, shelter, food, grief support, and 
trauma-informed care. 

• Phase Three: Recovery and Stabilization – Allocated for longer-term recovery and stabilization 
efforts while strengthening Maui's economy and communities. 

• Phase Four: Rebuilding Resilience – Directed toward the creation of preventative strategies, 
community engagement, and collaboration with leaders across sectors. 

For nonprofit organizations seeking funding please visit the HCF website here for detailed instructions on 
how to apply for a grant from the Maui Strong Fund.   
 
For donations to the Maui Strong Fund at HCF, visit https://www.hawaiicommunityfoundation.org/maui-
strong.  
 

*****VISUALS***** 
Images of Maui Strong Fund grantees and landscape images of Maui can be found here.   
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About Hawai‘i Community Foundation & Maui Strong Fund  
The vision of the Hawai‘i Community Foundation is to create an equitable and vibrant Hawai‘i in which all 
our Island communities thrive. With our more-than-105-year history, our trusted expertise, and the 
generous support of donors, we are working to address the root causes of our state’s most difficult 
challenges, including expanding access to affordable housing, conserving fresh water resources, and 
ensuring the healthy development of Hawaiʻi’s young children. HCF works in communities across Hawaiʻi, 
with offices and staff located statewide. For more information about HCF, please visit 
hawaiicommunityfoundation.org and follow our social media channels on Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, 
LinkedIn and YouTube. 
 
The Maui Strong Fund of the Hawai‘i Community Foundation is providing financial resources to support 
the immediate and long-term recovery needs for the people and places affected by the Maui wildfires. 
HCF works in close collaboration with federal, state and county agencies, nonprofit organizations, and 
community members to get an understanding of the evolving priorities on the ground and deploys grants 
to address unmet needs. To ensure transparency, all grantees and award amounts from the Maui Strong 
Fund are updated regularly and can be found here. The Maui Strong Fund is designed for the long haul, 
using a four-phase approach that includes recovery, stabilization, risk reduction, and resiliency building. 
Learn more about our four-phase approach here. 
 
About Oak Foundation 
Oak Foundation commits its resources to address issues of global, social, and environmental concern, 
particularly those that have a major impact on the lives of the disadvantaged. Through our grant-
making, we support others to make the world a safer, fairer, and more sustainable place to live. With 
offices in Europe, India, and North America, we make grants to organizations in approximately 40 
countries worldwide. You can find out more about our foundation here.   
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