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MAUI STRONG FUND AWARDS OVER $2 MILLION TO SUPPORT MENTAL HEALTH
The grantees address gaps in services and reduce barriers to access to provide culturally relevant and
holistic mental health resources.

LAHAINA, MAUI, HI — Today, the Hawai‘i Community Foundation (HCF) is announcing the award of over $2
million to 24 nonprofit partners providing mental health support to individuals and families who have
been affected by the Maui wildfires.

HCF’s mental health strategy for the Maui recovery effort has aligned with the state Office of Wellness and
Resilience and Department of Health, as well as the Maui County-led Health and Social Services Recovery
Support Function team, to ensure nonprofit organizations can provide coordinated and relevant mental
health and resilience resources for fire-affected families and individuals. With federal and state resources
taking the lead on traditional provision of mental health services, HCF’s grantmaking supports a mental
health approach that engages healing and wellbeing that is community centered.

Funding priorities have focused on nonprofits providing culturally relevant community resources and
practitioners that address gaps in service and reduce barriers to access. Including clinical therapy and
community-centered approaches to wellness, culturally grounded and holistic resources, trauma-
informed engagements with fire-affected households, and flexible therapeutic interventions.

“We deeply appreciate the tireless efforts of the nonprofit organizations that have been a cornerstone in
supporting the mental health and resilience of Maui’s communities,” says Keanu Lau Hee, senior director
for the Maui Recovery Effort at HCF. “A year ago, many families faced overwhelming uncertainty, unsure
of what the holiday season would bring. Thanks to the unwavering commitment of these grantee
organizations to provide essential support, we are filled with hope as we look toward a brighter and more
hopeful new year.”



HCF has a four-phase approach to disaster response to address both immediate and long-term recovery
needs for the people and places affected by disaster events. In response to the Maui wildfires, Maui
Strong Fund is currently in phase three, the recovery and stabilization phase, and funds are granted for
interventions and programs designed to strengthen the health of Maui’s communities

"The quick availability of these funds at this time allows us to continue with mental health support and
treatment and not have to slow our outreach work. We're also planning to continue special activities in-
community through the holidays. This is the first year families are back in their homes, or settling in to
new homes, after the fires, and it's a critical time to provide support and also bring some joy and
celebration to their lives," says Nicole Hokoana, CEO of Malama Na Makua A Keiki (dba Malama Family
Recovery Center.)

Kelly Maluo-Pearson, CEO of Boys & Girls Clubs of Maui, says, “This recent funding will allow us to meet
the urgent and growing need to support the mental wellness of Maui's youth by allowing us to expand our

services to include counseling within our Clubs for our members.”

Grants were awarded to the following organizations:

Organization Name Grant Description Total Awarded

Aloft The Maui Hero Project supports 300 youth across six $99,720
schools and 40 partners with trauma healing, disaster
preparedness, and camp activities.

Boys & Girls Club of The program aims to reduce depression, anxiety, and $100,000
Maui Inc. other mental health issues among 1,000 Maui youth

through art, recreation, skill-building, career guidance,
and leadership activities.

Child and Family CFS will host the Lokahi Resource Fair, offering mental $51,000
Service health, cultural resources, and food for 250 youth and
adults in a safe, family-friendly setting.

Family Hui Hawai’i The "From Hope to Strength: A Path Forward" project will | $100,000
offer trauma-informed workshops and activities, including
arts therapies and parental support.

Friends of Hawai‘i HTA will support students displaced by the Lahaina fire $40,000
Technology Academy | through mental health counseling and artistic

programming, in partnership with local professionals, at
their new Kapalua campus.

Hale Kipa Inc. Hale Kipa will provide trauma-informed, culturally $100,000
grounded mental health services, including therapy and



http://www.heroez.org/
https://www.bgcmaui.org/s/
https://www.bgcmaui.org/s/
https://www.childandfamilyservice.org/
https://www.childandfamilyservice.org/
https://familyhuihawaii.org/
https://hi.myhta.org/kokua/
https://hi.myhta.org/kokua/
https://www.halekipa.org/

therapeutic farming, to support youth and families
impacted by the fires across the island.

Hana Arts In partnership with Fuzz Box Productions, Hana Arts will $39,000
host Family Movie Night events in West Maui hotels,
providing a safe and uplifting space for displaced families
to gather.
Hawai‘i Behavioral HiBHC will support 75 fire-impacted households with $100,000
Health Connection referral coordination to mental health services and host
quarterly outreach events to build new community
partnerships.
Hawai‘i Psychological | In partnership with the Hawai‘i Behavioral Health $100,000
Association (HPA) Connection, the HPA will offer evidence-based and
Fiscal Sponsor (FS): cultural behavioral health services and will host monthly
Hawai‘i Behavioral workshops and quarterly trainings to support Maui’s
Health Connection providers working with affected individuals and
households.
Healthy Mothers HMHB will provide mental health support, including $97,650
Healthy Babies counseling, therapy, and peer support groups, for
Coalition of Hawai‘i pregnant and postpartum women in Maui affected by the
(HMHB) fires, in collaboration with local partners.
Island Mind Therapy | Island Mind Therapy LLC will provide evidence-based $100,000
LLC treatment and cultural healing through individual and
group therapy services in Central Maui, offering eight six-
FS: Players e
i week cohorts to support Maui wildfire recovery efforts.
Philanthropy Fund
Kaibigan Ng Lahaina KnL will launch its Lahaina Filipino Mental Health $100,000
(KnL) Initiative to provide accessible, culturally relevant mental
health services to the Filipino and immigrant
communities, offering community sessions, therapy, and
a referral system for long-term recovery and resilience.
Ke Kula ‘O Pi‘ilani will support culturally grounded $100,000
o programs and practitioners aiding the recovery and
Ke Kula ‘O Pi‘ilani . . . .
healing of fire-affected families through Hawaiian
language and cultural immersion education.
Lahaina Arts Guild The LAG will support arts and music education, summer $24,000

(LAG)

camps, and community events in Lahaina schools,
fostering healing and empowerment through creative
expression.



https://hanaarts.com/
https://hibhc.org/
https://hibhc.org/
https://hawaiipsychology.org/
https://hawaiipsychology.org/
https://www.hmhb-hawaii.org/
https://www.hmhb-hawaii.org/
https://www.hmhb-hawaii.org/
https://www.islandmindtherapy.com/
https://www.islandmindtherapy.com/
https://kaibigannglahaina.org/
https://www.kekulaopiilani.com/poo-kula
https://www.lahainaartsguild.org/

Lines for Life (LFL)

LNL will use funds to establish a locally staffed YouthLine
call center on Maui, offering peer-to-peer mental health
support and resilience resources for youth impacted by

the fires.

$100,000

Malama Na Makua A | MFRC will use the Maui Strong Fund grant to provide $99,500
Keiki dba Malama mental health referrals, counseling, and ongoing trauma
Family Recovery support for 250 households in West and Central Maui.
Center (MFRC)
Mana Maoli (MM) Mana Maoli will continue its Mana Mele Maui project to $100,000
bring music professionals to West Maui schools, boosting
morale and fostering healing for 2,600 Lahaina youth and
300 residents while supporting school curriculum.
Maui Access to Mindful Movement for Maui will host 40-50 events over $82,750
Mindful Movement the next year, offering mindful movement classes like
yoga, dance, and martial arts to enhance physical,
mental, and social well-being for students and families.
Maui Preparatory MPA will continue its partnership with a licensed clinical $100,000
Academy (MPA) therapist, offering individual and group counseling,
trauma-informed staff development, and support for
students, families, and faculty impacted by the fires.
Native Hawaiian NHP will coordinate 12 community events between $100,000
Philanthropy (NHP) November 2024 and June 2025, providing resources like
meals, gift cards, and mental health support to wildfire
survivors while offering cultural activities and traditional
healing practices.
Pacific Birth PBC will offer urgent mental health support services, case | $100,000
Collective management, and professional development for
Incorporated (PBC) vulnerable populations and practitioners.
Piha Wellness and PWH will provide ongoing mental health services, $100,000
Healing (PWH) including individual and family therapy, case
management, and peer support, to 100 fire-affected
clients, with a focus on long-term care and community
referrals.
Project Koa Yoga, LLC | PKY will offer trauma-informed wellness programs, $50,000

(PKY)

including Ohana Yoga, prenatal and postpartum cycles,
after-school programs, and teacher training, to address



https://www.linesforlife.org/
https://mbhr.org/agencies/malama-family-recovery-center/
https://mbhr.org/agencies/malama-family-recovery-center/
https://manamaoli.org/
https://wisdomflowyoga.lpages.co/maui-mindful-movement/
https://wisdomflowyoga.lpages.co/maui-mindful-movement/
https://www.mauiprep.org/
https://www.mauiprep.org/
https://www.nativehawaiianphilanthropy.org/
https://www.nativehawaiianphilanthropy.org/
https://pacificbirthcollective.org/
https://pacificbirthcollective.org/
https://pacificbirthcollective.org/
https://piha-maui.org/
https://piha-maui.org/
https://www.projectkoayoga.com/

FS: Healthy Mothers | the mental and physical health needs of underserved
Healthy Babies communities on Maui.
Coalition of Hawai’i

Wisdom Circles WCO will launch a year-long Community Care Worker $99,550
Oceania (WCO) Resilience Circle to provide trauma-informed support and
build wellness, leadership, and resilience among Maui-
based nonprofit teams working with vulnerable
populations.

TOTAL | $2,083,170

As of November 22, 2024, HCF has awarded $128 million from its Maui Strong Fund to more than 200
organizations.

The grants were made possible by donations to the Maui Strong Fund, which supports the people and
places affected by the Maui fires.

Information on how to access resources from these programs will be listed on the Stronger Hawai’i
website which serves as central hub of online information for Maui wildfire recovery efforts.

HCF has a unique role in disaster preparedness and response. The organization collaborates with
partners, both inside and outside philanthropy, for a coordinated effort to secure maximum community
impact. HCF has demonstrated its ability to raise funds quickly and deploy grants rapidly to community
organizations that are at the heart of disaster response efforts.

Hit#

For photos of the Maui Strong Fund grantees, please see this Dropbox link.

For the Maui Strong Fund One-Year Impact Report and accompanying message from CEO and President
Micah Kane, please visit https://www.hawaiicommunityfoundation.org/strengthening/maui-strong-fund.

For nonprofit organizations seeking funding from the Maui Strong Fund, please visit this page on the HCF
website for detailed instructions on how to apply for a Maui Strong Fund grant:
https://www.hawaiicommunityfoundation.org/strengthening/maui-strong-fund/apply-for-a-grant

For donations to the Maui Strong Fund at HCF, please visit
https://www.hawaiicommunityfoundation.org/maui-strong.

For questions or additional information on giving, please contact Donor Services at (808) 566-5560 or
donorservices@hcf-hawaii.org.

For the Stronger Hawai‘i website, please visit https://strongerhawaii.org.

About the Hawai‘i Community Foundation & Maui Strong Fund


https://www.wisdomcircles.org/
https://www.wisdomcircles.org/
https://strongerhawaii.org/
https://strongerhawaii.org/
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/fh3f9zhisolkpqzo2n1kw/AMljqruf83_mPXCth7JVVzg?rlkey=b76vsyl85p47z9c3cwsnutczr&st=it0nkxwf&dl=0
https://www.hawaiicommunityfoundation.org/strengthening/maui-strong-fund
https://www.hawaiicommunityfoundation.org/strengthening/maui-strong-fund/apply-for-a-grant
https://www.hawaiicommunityfoundation.org/maui-strong
mailto:donorservices@hcf-hawaii.org
https://strongerhawaii.org/

The vision of the Hawai‘i Community Foundation is to create an equitable and vibrant Hawai‘i in which all
our Island communities thrive. With our more-than-107-year history, our trusted expertise, and the
generous support of donors, we are working to address the root causes of our state’s most difficult
challenges, including expanding access to affordable housing, conserving fresh water resources, and
ensuring the healthy development of Hawai‘i’s young children. HCF works in communities across Hawai‘i,
with offices and staff located statewide. For more information about HCF, please visit
hawaiicommunityfoundation.org and follow our social media channels on Facebook, Instagram, LinkedIn
and YouTube.

The Maui Strong Fund of the Hawai‘i Community Foundation is providing financial resources to support
the immediate and long-term recovery needs for the people and places affected by the Maui wildfires.
HCF works in close collaboration with federal, state and county agencies, nonprofit organizations, and
community members to get an understanding of the evolving priorities on the ground and deploys grants
to address unmet needs. To ensure transparency, all grantees and award amounts from the Maui Strong
Fund are updated regularly and can be found here. The Maui Strong Fund is designed for the long haul,
using a four-phase approach that includes recovery, stabilization, risk reduction, and resiliency building.
Learn more about our four-phase approach here.


https://www.facebook.com/HawaiiCommunityFoundation?fref=ts
https://www.instagram.com/hawaiicommunityfoundation/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/hawaiicommunityfoundation/mycompany/verification/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMG3KmXI-eQkAexvf_L12kw
https://www.hawaiicommunityfoundation.org/strengthening/maui-strong-fund/our-role-and-grantmaking-approach
https://www.hawaiicommunityfoundation.org/strengthening/maui-strong-fund/our-role-and-grantmaking-approach



